
Working together to 

invest in young 

people 
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Young people 

#youthworkchangeslives 

Cultural Planning  

Children and Families services 

Outdoor Learning 
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Services working with young people plan, deliver and 

organise their work in partnership through South 

Ayrshire Youth Strategy. 

Partners include:  

Champions  for Change  

(South Ayrshire Champions Board) 

http://www.activeschoolssa.co.uk/index.php/active-schools/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://ayrshirehealth.wordpress.com/2014/11/26/more-than-the-building-by-cameronasharkey/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjPypqhz4zQAhWIBBoKHTcxAegQwW4IJjAI&usg=AFQjCNH9bFDVSoUhU3kcTQDU-6Tf442alA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.voluntaryactionsouthayrshire.org.uk/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjc4vbWz4zQAhXIcBoKHT8zCnsQwW4IJjAI&usg=AFQjCNF0_WSX0gcY2a4T7dZ5wIUKkHRCow
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/employability/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjh8sXxz4zQAhXCuhoKHYBHDsIQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNEr8BOIVLmZj34m-zc-GPUpzdO9Cg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.unity-enterprise.com/tag/south-ayrshire/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj96OGM0IzQAhVIOxoKHZMKA0UQwW4IIjAG&usg=AFQjCNFXQxEALFp-Uth-MA3P4Njdcm_Wrw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/leisure/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj85Ibk0IzQAhUCWhoKHWdSB50QwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNFvrPLyZI7E5CA43ALkeMwWmIgHSQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.ayrark.co.uk/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjbh93Z0YzQAhVIPxoKHZZkCyQQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNHL4EDVakKHOLZRpAwX5xgXw5ff0w
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.barnardos.org.uk/what_we_do/barnardos_today/scotland.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjFsuCI0YzQAhXCNhoKHSBxDWsQwW4IIDAF&usg=AFQjCNFiGE1kgKozSDfas5zpLLsP9obVhA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.ytas.org.uk/groups/ayr-gaiety-theatre/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjCpIvK0IzQAhUD2xoKHRm1BooQwW4IHjAE&usg=AFQjCNF5bdsBMziUOkTU5BwCtAY0N_G1-w
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#youthworkchangeslives 

South Ayrshire SYP Elections were a 

great success with 71 young people 

expressing an interest and 12 candidates 

standing and participating in a range of 

training. SYP Candidates and SAYF 

members toured all the 8 Secondary 

Schools with their Do Nut Forget To Vote 

Campaign, resulting in 2990 young 

people voting within the Elections 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Kai Green, MSYP Ayr 

Young people are 

represented nationally 

by some amazing 

people and that the 

voice of young people 

is meaningfully 

listened to by 

decision makers. 
My confidence and social skills 

have increased dramatically and I 

am now far better able to articulate 

my points and represent people 

I wanted to represent young people 

on a national level after seeing the 

lack of representation their voice had 

at local level 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Tiffany ,21 Domain Youth 
Centre. Now a Volunteer 

for her HNC Working with 
Community Course.  

“The Domain enabled me to 

participate in activities I 

never thought I would be 

able to. I lead in facilitating a 

workshop in International 

Homophobic Day. I felt great 

that I had taken the lead on 

this workshop and that it 

had gone so well.” 

 



#youthworkchangeslives 
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A group of 2nd year pupils from Girvan Academy (Jenny, Rachael, Michelle and 
Cooper) represented the South Ayrshire Digital Media Hub at the ‘Burns and A’ 
That’ music festival at Rozelle Park in Alloway.  The group documented the day 

and interviewed performers to create a digital magazine. 

I learned you need to 

be confident, be 

polite, don’t be loud, 

smile and nod along. 

I learned a lot about 

sound – especially 

that location is key 

and not to be near 

loud tents! 

I learned to be more 

open and talk to 

people. 



#youthworkchangeslives 
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Domain Gateway Club offers young adults with a learning and or physical 

disability the opportunity to participate in an inclusive programme of 

activities. 

“After feeling excluded 

from so much for years, 

the Domain Gateway Club  

has offered my 

granddaughter the 

opportunity to participate 

in activities she thought 

she could never do” 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Robin (right) is a volunteer at Prestwick Youth Club.  He has completed his 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, his 100 hour Saltire Award and is working 

on completing his Silver Duke of Edinburgh. 

“I really enjoy 

working in the 

youth club and 

think it has helped 

me feel more 

confident about 

choosing my path 

in life” 



#youthworkchangeslives 
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The Domain Junior Youth Club for young people in Primary 4 to 

Primary 7 ran workshops around Mental Health as part of National 

Mental Health Day. 

I now understand 

my moods better 

and have learned 

ways to manage 

them. 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Paul 21, Member of the 

Domain Youth Club 

“Honestly joining the 

Domain is best thing I 

have ever done!  

My Confidence has 

increased, I have 

gained new skills & 

lengthened my CV” 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Young people at Troon Youth Club  worked on Dynamic Youth 

Awards through the group and received their certificates in a 

presentation after they started secondary school 

The friends I made 
at the P7 club are 

now my best friends 
at Marr 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Matt Paton, MSYP Ayr 

And UKYP 

I have gained 

more confidence 

through either 

public speaking 

or talking to new 

people. 

I had a genuine 

interest in politics and 

change for young 

people and these two 

platforms were great 

tools to express my 

views. 

I have learned the importance of 

youth voice and the real 

influence young people can have 

at a local and national level. 



#youthworkchangeslives 
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The Domain Open Award Group is open to Young people aged 14 – 25 

years and offers opportunities for young people to participate in 

Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.         



“We felt so 

humbled to 

be 

nominated. 

But winning 

wow.” 
“We have won 

this for all of 

Young carers 

Everywhere” 

#youthworkchangeslives 

South Ayrshire Young Carers 
 

Receiving award at SAYF Awards 



15 

#youthworkchangeslives 

DANIEL HAMILTON  AGED 16 

GOLD DUKE of EDINBURGH AWARD PARTICIPANT 

“I had no opportunity to 

progress onto my Silver award at 

school. I completed our Sliver 

through the Domain and this 

gave us an increased ownership 

of the award. I am now studying 

child care at Ayrshire College 

and have enrolled to do my Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh award” 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Ellie Crawford, MSYP  

Carrick, Cumnock Doon 

Valley 

I learned that there are lots of 

people that want to listen to 

what young people have to say 

and ensure that their voices are 

heard, both on a national and 

local level. 

I have become a lot more 

comfortable speaking in front 

of large groups of people and 

also meeting new people. 

I’ve always been passionate 

about improving the lives of 

young people and I think that 

representing people in my local 

area on a national level was an 

opportunity that couldn’t be 

missed. 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

‘It was fun, I learned how to Ski 

and how to work with people I 

don’t know’ 

‘It was good!  It was a good 

experience of Snowboarding.  I 

learned how to snowboard and I 

grew in confidence’ 

CLD Prestwick Senior Youth Club at a snow camp the group attended.  



#youthworkchangeslives 

Olivia Khan, is South Ayrshires very first 

care experienced Participation Assistant 

for the Champions Board  

Olivia is a wonderful role model for 

looked after young people and will 

work with South Ayrshires Champion 

Board to support young people to 

influence positive change across 

South Ayrshire.   



#youthworkchangeslives 

Kai, Kirkmichael Youth Club 

“I really feel more confident now 

and I mix well with the others. I 

take part in all activities and I 

now enjoy going to youth club. I 

used to be really shy around the 

older kids and I did not really like 

playing team games with them” 

 



#youthworkchangeslives 

Jack started as a trainee with Employability 
and Skills in 2016 to build on his confidence 
and increase his independence. He took part in 
many different activities and groups, including 
personal development, introduction to admin, 
and craft sessions.  He worked on travelling 
independently, and took part in 2 different 
work experience placements within South 
Ayrshire Council, one in Troon Housing office 
and the other at Riverside housing office. 
 

Jack Gorman 

Employability and Skills 



#youthworkchangeslives 
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Kayleigh did a Platinum Youth Achievement Award two years ago, she is now 
at university and employed part time as a swimming teacher. 

She feels that her participation in the award gave her the experience, skills and 
confidence which helped her get a job. 

Doing the Platinum Youth 

Achievement Award Changed 

my life. 

I hated talking in front of people, but my 

confidence increased massively through doing 

my Platinum YAA 

I’ve seen a massive difference in what I can do. 

 A lot of people have noticed a change in me. 



“We love Young 

Carers. We get 

to have fun and 

not worry about 

our caring role” 

 
South Ayrshire Young 

Carers 
 

#youthworkchangeslives 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Jessica Hartshorn, Chair of 

South Ayrshire Youth Forum 

“I started out in the Young Scot Group as 

a shy individual. I have now developed 

incredibly, my confidence has grown 

massively and I now have the ability to 

talk in from of large groups which never 

seemed possible. Joining the Youth 

Forum at 14 gave me so much to look 

forward to gave me the knowledge to help 

arrange a range of events. I can never 

thank the Youth Forum for what it has 

done to develop me as a person.” 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Adam, 12  

Braehead Primary 

Alternative 

Curriculum.   

“The workshops sounded like a great 

opportunity ! I learned  Cooking, DJ 

skills, Arts & Crafts and Drama. 

Cooking was my favourite I made lots 

of different meals and to eat them at 

the end. I really liked this as I now 

know how to make meals for myself 

using the cooker safely”  
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#youthworkchangeslives 
Queen Margaret Academy Supported Learning Centre 

took part in their Silver DofE.  

 

This project was run in partnership with DofE South 

Ayrshire, Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park and South Ayrshire 

Council. 

Participants found 

the whole 

experience 

“challenging but 

very rewarding”.  

The success has been 

tremendous, all on track to 

complete their Awards. A result 

of taking part, one of the 

participants even secured work 

experience with a local outdoor 

education provider. 



“I’ve never 

been camping 

before” 

“It’s like 

our own 

little 

family” 

#youthworkchangeslives 

“I was 

allowed 

to be 

ME” 

 
South Ayrshire Young 

Carers 
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#youthworkchangeslives 
 

SAYF and MSYP’s have engaged 

and consulted with young people 

across SA on a range of complex 

issues, via survey’s and 7 

activities/workshops/events 
  

“ 

Made me 

believe I can 

talk to anyone 

far easily than I 

thought I 

could” 

“Makes me happy helping 

my peers to engage in 

conversation” 

“I enjoyed speaking 

out and contributing 

to the groups” 



“This was a 

life changing 

trip” 

“I’ve never been 

on a boat never 

mind a yacht. 

This was 

AMAZING” 

“This was so 

good that I asked 

family if I could 

do it again. They 

paid for me to 

return this year 

on a week long 

expedition. I 

have ADHD and 

this gave me the 

confidence to 

achieve my 

goals” 

 
South Ayrshire Young Carers 

 
Hebridean Whale and 

Dolphin Trust. 
 

#youthworkchangeslives 



#youthworkchangeslives 

'The programmes the Employability and Skills 
team offer young people are great. They 
provide excellent opportunities for the young 
ones in the community to build on their skills 
and 'open doors' for them to progress into 
jobs' Stevie Simpson - Owner 

I am delighted I have got an 

apprenticeship with Simpson and Shaw, 

they are a great company to work for 

and I am really enjoying it!' Ryan White 

Ryan White 

Employability and Skills 

'Doing Work Out! definitely 

helped me realise that painting 

and decorating was what I 

wanted to do” 

I am delighted I have got an 

apprenticeship with Simpson 

and Shaw, they are a great 

company to work for and I am 

really enjoying it!' Ryan White 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

I have taken part in sport and physical 

activities, Indoor Climbing and Skiing 

and trips  youth club organises. My 

favourite was Loch Ken in the summer 

with water sports like canoeing and 

sailing. 

I have learned to work in a team 

help and support the younger 

members. Through my involvement 

in these activities I have also gained 

Dynamic Youth Awards, certificates 

in skiing and climbing. 

Eve Is 13 & has 

attended Dunure Youth 

Club for 5 years.  
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Lauren McEwan, SYP Candidate 

and now SAYF Secretary  

I wanted our 

generation to 

have a voice for 

our futures and 

that's exactly 

why I ran for SYP 

“This whole experience  

has been amazing” 

I've managed to get my voice 

out there, meet so many new 

people, develop skills I can 

carry with me for the rest of 

my life  



32 

#youthworkchangeslives 

Katie Mathieson, Vice 

Chair of South Ayrshire 

Youth Forum 

“Through becoming Vice 

Chair of the Youth Forum 

I have massively 

improved in self 

confidence and self 

esteem more that I could 

have imagined. It has 

given me opportunities I 

would never have 

otherwise and it has 

made me a much better 

and more positive 

person” 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

 
SAYF have delivered over 9000 

survey’s to Young People across 

South Ayrshire 

“It’s 

important 

having my 

opinions 

listened too” 

“Makes me 

happy knowing 

that there are so 

many others 

that feel the 

same as I do” 



“I can’t believe 

I can now put 

up the sails” 

“I loved 

that our 

research 

helps the 

sea life” 

“What a beautiful 

country we live in 

and to see if from 

the sea was 

incredible” 

 
South Ayrshire Young Carers 

 

The Silurian boat that was used on 

the Blue Planet series. Our home 

for the weekend 

#youthworkchangeslives 



“Hard work”    

 

“so out my comfort 

zone but can’t thank 

Marie and Brad for 

the encouragement” 

#youthworkchangeslives 

“Made 

friends for 

life” 

 
South Ayrshire Young Carers 

 

The Silurian boat that was used on 

the Blue Planet series. Our home 

for the weekend 
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#youthworkchangeslives 

Robbie Wellwood 

Employability and Skills 

We are happy to have been able to offer 
Robbie a position with us and are delighted to 
have him as part of our team. KZ Hair has had 
a positive and beneficial experience working in 
partnership with the South Ayrshire Council’s 
Employability & Skills Team.” Francine Short – 
KZ Hair 

My placement at KZ Hair was 

great! Everyone was so 

supportive and there was 

always someone there to show 

me how to do things until I was 

capable of doing them on my 

own.  



Employability and Skills 

Summer Programme 

#youthworkchangeslives 



Thank you for taking part 

#youthworkchangeslives 
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For more information about youth work activity for children 

and young people and the South Ayrshire Youth Strategy 

Partnership please contact: 

 

Margaret Burns 

CLD Coordinator 

margaret.burns@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

01292 616654 

Or  

Lynn Dillon  

Youth Strategy Officer  

Lynn.Dillion@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

01292 01292 612402 

#youthworkchangeslives 


